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Tugend f a l l e n . J a u B ' Text i s t T e i l e i n e r größe-
r e n Abhandlung, d i e demnächst i n dem Band 
" P o e t i k und H e r m e n e u t i k X I I " hg. von R. 
Herzog/R. K o s e l l e k , München erscheinen wird. 
E u g e n i u s z K l i n beschäftigt s i c h m i t der 
"Entwicklung und F u n k t i o n des A n t i k e - V o r b i l d e s 
b e i F r i e d r i c h Schlegel und Hegel". Vor a l l e m i n 
Sch l e g e l s Frühphase ( b i s 1796) k o n s t a t i e r t K l i n 
e i n e n s t a r k e n Einfluß der A n t i k e , der dann 
a l l e r d i n g s immer g e r i n g e r werde. E i n e zusätz-
l i c h e P e r s p e k t i v e versucht K l i n s e i n e r D a r s t e l -
l u n g d u r c h e i n e n V e r g l e i c h m i t Hegels ästhe-
t i s c h e n Anschauungen zu geben. Nicht ganz über-
zeugend e r s c h e i n t , warum ausgerechnet d i e Zusam-
menstellung der Entwicklung des A n t i k e - V o r b i l d e s 
b e i S c h l e g e l und Hegel gewählt wurde, um das 
zunehmende A u s e i n a n d e r k l a f f e n der A n s i c h t e n 
beider zu betonen. 
K r i t i s c h resümiert Wolfgang H e i s e i n dem 
B e i t r a g "Zum Kontext der Frage nach der Antike", 
daß der A n t i k e n b e z u g e i n e r s e i t s zu eng s e i , um 
d i e Umbrüche des 19. J a h r h u n d e r t s h i n r e i c h e n d 
e r f a s s e n zu können, a n d e r e r s e i t s aber das Thema 
auch d i e Möglichkeiten der L i t e r a t u r - und Kunst-
g e s c h i c h t e übersteige. 
A l s w i c h t i g e E p i s o d e i n der a n t i f a s c h i s t i -
schen L i t e r a t u r e n t w i c k l u n g v e r s t e h t D i e t e r 
S c h i l l e r d i e A r b e i t von S c h r i f t s t e l l e r n und 
P u b l i z i s t e n im Saarland 1934 gegen das H i t l e r -
D e u t s c h l a n d . In " S c h r i f t s t e l l e r im Saar-Kampf" 
b e r i c h t e t S c h i l l e r über linksbürgerliche und 
revolutionäre A u t o r e n , d i e zum e r s t e n M a l ge-
meinsam zum konkreten p o l i t i s c h e n Handeln auf-
r i e f e n . 
Auf d i e notwendige M e i n u n g s v i e l f a l t im L i t e -
raturprozeß i n der DDR und auch auf zwangsläufig 
Widersprüchliches i n n e r h a l b der L i t e r a t u r k r i t i k 
w e i s t Gerd Kr i e g e r i n dem bemerkenswerten A r t i -
k e l " E i n Buch im S t r e i t der Meinungen" h i n . E r 
u n t e r s u c h t l i t e r a t u r k r i t i s c h e R e a k t i o n e n zu 
C h r i s t a W o l f s " K i n d h e i t s m u s t e r " und f o r m u l i e r t 
zum Schluß d i e w i c h t i g e Forderung, daß d i e Ent-
s c h e i d u n g über den Wert e i n e s l i t e r a r i s c h e n 
Werkes n i c h t das P r i v i l e g e i n e s u r t e i l e n d e n 
K u n s t r i c h t e r s s e i n dürfe. 
Uber den s e i t 1955 f r e i b e r u f l i c h e n S c h r i f t -
s t e l l e r d e r DDR W i l l i Meinck b e r i c h t e t K a r i n 
R i c h t e r i n "Die Suche nach den l a u t l o s e n Augen-
b l i c k e n " . Der e h e m a l i g e K i n d e r b u c h a u t o r und 
A b e n t e u e r l i t e r a t s c h r e i b t nun nahezu ausschließ-
l i c h für Erwachsene. Über seine Werke äußert er 
s i c h s e l b s t i n dem "In t e r v i e w mit W i l l i Meinck". 
Im H a u p t t e i l des H e f t e s b i e t e t Rüdiger 
B e r n h a r d t noch e i n e I n t e r p r e t a t i o n zu Werner 
Bräunigs "Gewöhnliche Leute". 
Neben den üblichen kürzeren B e r i c h t e n und 
Rezensionen am Ende des Heftes f i n d e n s i c h zwei 
L i t e r a t u r k r i t i k e n . Knut K i e s a n t b e s p r i c h t das 
Buch von Uwe B e r g e r "Das Verhängnis oder d i e 
L i e b e des P a u l F l e m i n g " insgesamt wohlwollend, 
aber d u r c h a u s m i t k r i t i s c h e n Anmerkungen. Er 
v e r w e i s t d a r a u f , daß das l i t e r a r i s c h e Erbe ( i n 
diesem F a l l aus dem 17. J a h r h u n d e r t ) nur dann 
e i n Gewinn für d i e Gegenwart s e i n könne, wenn es 
i n s e i n e r h i s t o r i s c h e n S p e z i f i k gesehen wird. 
Sehr p o s i t i v bewertet S i g r i d K l e i n m i c h e l den 
Roman "Das L i e d d e r Tausend S t i e r e " des tür-
kischen Autoren Yasar Kemal. 
Gerald Eimer 
Washington U n i v e r s i t y 
RWTH Aachen 
E a s t Germany: A New German N a t i o n Under So-
c i a l i s m ? E d i t e d by A r t h u r W. M c C a r d l e and A. 
Bruce Boenau. Lanham: U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s o f 
America, 1984. xx + 364 pages. 
T h i s w i d e - r a n g i n g textbook a l l o w s students 
to see GDR s o c i e t y from the i n s i d e . Most of the 
s e l e c t i o n s , o f f e r e d here i n t r a n s l a t i o n , i l l u s -
t r a t e v a r i o u s f a c e t s of the p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l 
l i f e o f the c o u n t r y , and a r e t a k e n from GDR 
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p u b l i c a t i o n s . The e d i t o r s ' aim i s t o e x p l o r e 
the q u e s t i o n whether "East Germans under a so-
c i a l i s t s ystem a r e , i n d e e d , d e v e l o p i n g a con-
s c i o u s n e s s o f b e i n g a n e w and s e p a r a t e German 
nation." They admit t h a t they have not provided 
a d e f i n i t i v e answer but t h a t does not p r e v e n t 
t h i s from b e i n g a v a l u a b l e book f o r c l a s s r o o m 
use. 
Each s e c t i o n (on f o r e i g n p o l i c y , the econo-
my, mass propaganda, and so on) i s preceded by a 
b a l a n c e d i n t r o d u c t i o n w h i c h p u t s the p i e c e i n 
p e r s p e c t i v e . H e l p f u l f o o t n o t e s a n n o t a t e the 
t e x t i t s e l f where names or t e r m s might be un-
f a m i l i a r t o the undergraduate. Most u s e f u l of 
a l l are the half-dozen questions f o r d i s c u s s i o n 
at the end o f each o f the twenty-three chapters, 
which help the student to r e f l e c t c r i t i c a l l y on 
what he or she has j u s t read. 
The pedantic or s e l f - c o n g r a t u l a t o r y language 
o f E a s t European o f f i c i a l d o m i s o f c o u r s e ex-
tremely d u l l . But i f students are t o gain r e a l 
i n s i g h t i n t o the ways o f thought of one of these 
s o c i e t i e s , t hen such a t e x t book as t h i s may be 
the best way to convey that to non-German speak-
e r s . Some o f t h e passages w i l l cause A m e r i c a n 
students to t h i n k about t h e i r own s o c i e t y , which 
i s a l w a y s s a l u t a r y . There i s , f o r example, a 
c h a p t e r c r i t i c i z i n g the s e n s a t i o n a l i s m o f the 
" b o u r g e o i s scandal press." 
The l i v e l i e s t p a r t s o f the book, because 
they are w r i t t e n w i t h a passion absent from the 
o f f i c i a l pronouncements, a r e t h o s e w h i c h a r e 
c r i t i c a l o f the regime. A d i s s i d e n t GDR s c h o l a r 
w r i t e s o f SED members as d i s i l l u s i o n e d i d e a l -
i s t s , o p p o r t u n i s t s , or f o o l s . The longest chap-
t e r i n t h e book i s the o n l y one g i v e n over t o a 
w r i t e r from the FRG, Horst Krüger, who d e s c r i b e s 
a s e n t i m e n t a l j o u r n e y t o h i s hometown i n the 
GDR. I t i s a p o w e r f u l e v o c a t i o n o f the con-
t i n u i t i e s and d i s c o n t i n u i t i e s i n the h i s t o r y o f 
the p l a c e . One o f the most v i v i d images w h i c h 
comes across i s the sheer boredom o f l i f e there 
now, and the accompanying mood o f r e s i g n a t i o n 
among the i n h a b i t a n t s . 
Most o f the s o u r c e s used f o r the e x t r a c t s 
are f a i r l y recent, though only one i s as l a t e as 
1980. A c o u p l e o f p a s s a g e s , i n c l u d i n g the one 
on the r o l e o f women i n GDR s o c i e t y , come from 
the mid-1960's. The e d i t o r s might have s e l e c t e d 
r a t h e r more c o n t e m p o r a r y r e p o r t s , so t h a t the 
book w o u l d not date so q u i c k l y . On the whole, 
though, t h i s i n n o v a t i v e attempt to b r i n g the GDR 
d i r e c t l y i n t o the classroom i s to be recommended 
warmly. 
Geoffrey J. G i l e s 
U n i v e r s i t y o f F l o r i d a 
P o l i t i c s and Change i n E a s t Germany: An 
E v a l u a t i o n of S o c i a l i s t Democracy. By C. Bradley 
Scharf. Boulder, Colorado: Westview, 1984. x i i + 
219 pages. $27.-; $11.95(pbk). 
The approach t a k e n i n t h i s book t o d i s c u s s 
the German D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c was needed and 
l o n g overdue. I t i s a w e l l - w r i t t e n , c o m p l e t e , 
and, above a l l , f a i r i n t r o d u c t i o n to the i n t r i -
cate s t r u c t u r e o f one s o c i a l i s t democracy. This 
book s h o u l d be i n c l u d e d i n t h e g e n e r a l c o l -
l e c t i o n o f every c o l l e g e and u n i v e r s i t y l i b r a r y , 
and i t s h o u l d be r e q u i r e d r e a d i n g i n c o u r s e s 
d e a l i n g w i t h the C e n t r a l European Area and par-
t i c u l a r l y i n t h o s e "German L i f e and C u l t u r e " 
c o u r s e s w h i c h u s u a l l y d e a l a l m o s t e x c l u s i v e l y 
w i t h the Federal Republic of Germany. 
Having commenced w i t h the c o n c l u s i o n of t h i s 
review, a few p a r t i c u l a r s ought to be added. The 
a u t h o r ' s g o a l s a r e t o e v a l u a t e the GDR i n i t s 
own terms s i n c e i t " i s i n many aspects an anom-
a l y , but no more so t h a n i s the F e d e r a l Repub-
l i c " ; to place the GDR i n t o a comparative study 
o f u n i v e r s a l p o l i t i c a l phenomena—one might even 
c a l l them " p o l i t i c a l constants";and to counter-
b a l a n c e t h e s u p e r f i c i a l i t y and s i m p l i f i c a t i o n 
o f many GDR i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s i n the West. Mr. 
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